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I'm on sidelines: Singhdeo remarks
spark fresh political buzz in C’garh

Tines News NeTwoek

Raipur: A purported comment
made by Chhattisgarh health
minister T & Singhdeo that he
iz on the “sidelines” (Kinara)
riggered abuzz inthe Congress
circles an Sunday, nearly
amanth after hiz remark
that he will be “only avot
er in the nest election” in
the state which are due
laterthis year,

Singhedes made the
comment on Sunday when some
agitating daily wage emplovees
had gone tohis residence in Am-
bikapur, seeking an aodienoe
with him on regularisation of
their jobs, Singhdeo, who was not
thiere, spoke to the employses on
phione, Ome of them recorded the

videoof the phone conversation,
which went viral within hours,

In the footage, Singhded is
heard saving: 1 cannot promise
something that T cannot fulfil. |
will not commit the mistake |
made earlier I can only convey
vourmessage tothe Chl and
1 am not capahle of doing
mnore than thiz.”

“Myay o mukhyamate
se hi mil pavega. Hum to
khud hi kinare pe hain,
dap to jante hain (You will
get justhee only from the CM. |
am on the sidelines, as vou
know)," he savs, adding: “Only
the CM will be able to answer
voulr guestions.”

Hundreds of daily wage em-
ployess of the horticulture de-
partment harl taken out a rally

and reached the residence of the
minister, demanding thathetake
up thelr cause, They have been
fighting for regularisation for
four ared & half years, they said.

Singhdeo did not react to the
reports on his statement in the
viral video, The Congress weter-
an had earlier hinted that he
wouldn't contest the 2023 as
sembly election, and on March 4,
salbd that his “status in the next
paolls will be that of avoter”

Inmid-20:21, he waslocked ina
tusgle with Bhupesh Baghel for
the Chs chair over a purperted
formula for 8 mid-term change
of puard. It petered out in a few
months. Since then, Sighdoo
has given up the panchayat port-
flin, but he has categorically
said that he womn't join BJE

Cong brass steers clear of Pilot’s
outburst, heaps praise on Gehlot

Neta May Have Made Up His Mind About Next Step By Going Public Against CM

Subodh.GhildivakZtimesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Congress leader.
eliip’s strained ties with Sachin P
ot appeared tohave reached a eritl-
cal point with the party rebuifing
his public outburst against chisef
minister Ashok Gehlot, and an-
nouncing that it will seek a fresh
mandate in the end-year elections
on the achisvementis of the Gehlot
administration.

A brdef staterment from Congress
steered clear of Pilot and Eavished
praise an Gehlot for implementing
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schemes and faking initiatives

There may be an autreach to Pilot ba convinge him to drop the anks, say sources

which have “profoundly Impacted”
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the people of thestate, “This has giv-
ey the state a leadership position in
gEovermance in our countey; The Bha.
rat Jodo Yatra [n Rajasthan was an
outstanding success, made possible
by thededication and determination
of the party organisaton in the
state, Later inthe vear, Congress will
sopk g repewed mandate from the
people on the strength of these land-
mark achievements and the collec
thve efforte.” AICC spokesman Jal-
ram Hamesh said.

The categorical statement was
issued after clearance from top
Congress leaders, but sources said
there may boan oulreach to Pilot to
convinee him to deop the ante and
focus on future.

Fitot told TOL, “T have spoken
agalnst corruption and Congress
has always stood against corrup-
tiom, It is ahout action that should
b taken on allegations we levellad
against the previous BJP reglme
ted by Vastndhara Baje”

If the party appeared to have
madeits choice inthe " Gehlot va Fi-
lt™ elash, it iz because sections
within belleve that Pilot may have
made up his mind sbout his future
course of action by going public
against his bete noire

The Rajasthan Congress drama
has lingered sinee PHot, in mid-2020,
rewnlied with 8 pack of MLAs, and
the state government bavely  sor
vived after a month-long stalermate,
Since then, the young leader ap-

peared to have attempted to mend
fences withthe AICC brass, butfailed
toextract acompromise with Gehlot,

AICC  Rajasthan  in-charge
Sukhjinder Randhawa told TOI
that Pilot did not give any hint of
unrest in hisdiscussions with him,
amd that the Rajasthan leader
should have spoken to him about
the isswes he ralsed on Sunday "1 1
had not acted, then he could have
nurzed a grisvance,” he said.

Wall-placed sources said Pllot's
“frustration™ appeared to go desp-
a1, a5 he repeatedly conveyed to the
party that he wanted Rahul Gandhi
to personally mediate between him
and Gehlot, The messagse was con-
veyved on multiple oocasions, but ig-
nored. At thesame time, Randhawa
too had eariier submitied a report
to Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge, inwhich he recommended
that the party chief call Gehlot and
Pilod for three-way discussions to
sortout their differences,

With the issue moving nowhepe,
Pilot appeared to have concluded
that the leadership was not keen to
put himon parwith Gehlot,

GET LOAN APPROVED WITHIN 6 WORKING DAYS
NPA

ROI

Pilot on Gehlot: No action
taken on BJP-era graft
even after suggestions

Jalpur; Former Bajasthan deputy CM Sachin Pilot
renewsd his attack on CM Ashok Gehlot with months
tor g for polls. “'When the facts and evidence (about
the alleged corruption) were coming to us while we
were inopposition, [ think they are present even after
we came to povernment,” Piiot told a presser hare,

Pilat was the state Congress chief when he and
Gehlot raised the bogey of alleged corruption, in-
cluding & “Es 45,000-crore scam” In mines allocation
by the then BJP givernment. He recalled that Con-
gress had declared “zero tolerance”™ against graft and
promised a crackdown after coming fo government,
only to keep delaying it over the past Few vears, “MNo
action was taken even after my suggestions,” he said,

Reeling off instances, Pilot claimed that the
Gehlot government had failed to act against the e
cise, mining and land malia in the state, and in the
Lalit Modi affidavit case-- related to alleged Raje in-
vestments in the ex-IPL chief s ventures,

“Int the absence of any action, cur rivals may
zay that both parties are hand [n glove, | do not be-
ligwve in revenge polifics, However, we had soms
credibility as the opposition and that's why we
came to power, " Pilot said.

The Tonk MLA sald he wrote to Gehlot twice in
the past few months to fulfil the commitment but
claimed the CM did not payv any heed,

“Tam not waking up suddenly. | wrote and said
the elections are coming, and we must show the
public that there is no ditference between our
promisesand work, But [ have not received any an-
swer from the CM vet,"” the former deputy Ch said.

Filol accused the BJP-led Centre of “misusing
agencies including CBIL ED™ to target Congress lead-
ers, while fretting that the Congiress government in
thestate wasnotinovingagainst graft atall, “In Bajas-.
than, we are neither using them nor misusing the
probing agencies, Dur workers and public shoold not
think thatwe don't fulfil cur promises,” Pilot said. ves
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No cracks in MVA over
Adani issue: Ajit Pawar
on NCP chief’s stand

Kolhapur: The recent difference of opinion among
the MVA partners on the Adani issue is no threat to
the coalition, leader of the opposition in the Maha.
rashira assembly Ajit Pawar said Sunday in Satara,
reporis Abhijeet Patil. “Till the thres architects —
Sharad Pawar (NCFP), Soniz Gandhi {Congress) amd
Uddhav Thackeray (3hiv Sena UBT) — support each
other; nothlng can harm MVA," he sald.

Last weelk, In what is being seen as a deviation
from the MYVA stand on the issae, NCP chief Sharad
Pawar said that targeting Gautam Adani was not
pocdd. The cornment did not seem o go
down well with Congress, which has
heen trying tocornerthe Cenire in Par-
lament over the Hindenburg report
that has accused Adanl of stashing
away Bs 20,000 crore in tax havens,

Congress functionaries had target-
el the MCP patriarch on his pro-Adani statements by
posting photos of the twoon social media Ajkt Pawar
responded to Congress's swipes: “The photos are
with Adani and not with a terrorist, What is wrong
with clicking a photo? I hase knewn him for a long
tlme As the Tatas and the Birlas have done in the
peest, the Adanisand Ambanis are providing jobs aod
helping theeconomy.” Hesaid the Supreme Court is
Ipoking intothe allegations against the industrial
fsf and it is not correct to put bim ona public trial.

state BJP chigf Chandrashekhar Bawankule
rubbed it in, saying at a mesting in Ahmednagar
that cracks ape showing in the opposition and
many politiclans from that camp will join the Shiv
Sena-BJP alliance within a vear, But he made if
clearthat Uddhav Thackeray isn't weloome.,

Rahul unruftled, but key Cong
paper flags defection concerns

Subodh. Ghildiyal
Ehimesgroup.com

New Delhi: In the wake of ex-
oius firom the party post-2009,
Eahul Gandhi may hasve devel-
aped thi stock phrase thet
thosewhowant fo leave the fiold
zhould go, or rather be encour
apged tooquit. Bot an Infernal
Ciongress document has raised
moneerns that defections  at
prassroots level weaken the
party and should be checked,

O the contrary, Congress
wionld like to kesp aneve on
the rival parties for their im-
portapt leaders at district
and block level, who can be
ensnared into crossing over,
noies a Key AICC paper on
“leadership development
mission™—the new Congross
scheme to bolster organisa-
fional presence in 56 5C/ 5T
parllamentary  constituen-
les for 202 elections,

The document has noted
that Congress has  been
plagued by “evil of defections
for variois reasons", which
may not necessarily be abot
MPs and MLAs, but concern
an extremely local lesvel like
panchayat. The worry Aazsed
is that defecting leaders take
their “voter baze™ o the par-

Thax AICC paper flags concems

that defectors take their ‘woter
base’ to the partles they move to

ties they moveto, directly hurt-
ing the Congress strength and
resulting nelectoral reverses,

With the party launching
the "leadership development
mission” (LDM) scross the
country the managers would
want that the desiznated field
officials maintain *'a connect
and imderstanding” of the de-
velopments on the ground and
also keep a tab on the local
leadership that the party is re-
lving om to take forward the
initiative in the constituen-
cies, The party believes that
this can be ensured if enough
triust is instilled in the local
leadershipand among the peo-
ple Congress is working with.
Infact, by establishing greater
communication and martor

ing new leadership at the bot:
Lovm rungs of organisationand
constituencies, the paity be
lieves the “leadership develog
ment mission” can help in
curbing defections.

The loud thinking on “pre-
empting defections” was part
of the muideline: prepared for
the mission, Bul i has re
mained confined to internal
discussions and, sourees said,
was not included in the crisp
version that was clreutated (o
the Held teams in-charpe of
LD constitmencies, and o
Congress state unies.

S50, the concerndizcossesd
aver defections and sousht to
he addressed  through  the
LM, shows that intermittent
exodus in recent vears has left
thie party managers ratiled,

Ever since Congressmen
started leaving at all levels, Ra:
huil Gandhi took to saying that
those quitting were unwilling
to fight the ideclogical fight
with the BJP-RSS and should
be cncouraged to leave, while
outsiderswilling totake on the
rmling estahlishment should
bebrowght in. Howewver, others
have repeatedly argued that
defections are hurting Con-
gress and its winnability on
thie groumd.

Now, Cong alleges
Adani Group’s ‘China
links', targets govt

Tonaes Wews Merwork

New Delhi: Despite diver-
gent voices emerging from
within the opposition ranks
on the issue, Congress on
Sumday doubled down its at-
tack on Modi government's
alleged Inks withembattled
conglomerate Gautam Ada-
ni and asked why security
coneerns were set aside and
the business house allowed
to operate ports in India de-
spite its well-known links
with the Chinese,

Citingan Economic Times
reports from June 822 Con-
gress’s Jairam Ramesh said
the government had acted
apainst itz own polley fo e
vent Chinese firms and enti-
ties with China connections
from operating ports and ter-
mitaks In India on secarkty
grounds. "Why 15 it (Adani
Group) being permitted 1o
by up portafter port. insome
cases after rabds on previous
owners, with nothought tothe
serious  security - implica-
fions?" he questioned,

The Ecomomie Times re
port has sqid security clear-
anpewasdenied 1o a consorti-

um of APM Terminals Man-
agement and Talwan's Wan
Hai Lines after agencies dis-
covered & tie hetween a Wan
Hai director and a Chineze
firm. This blocked the consor-
tinm's hid tooperateacontain
er handling terminal at Jawa-
harlal Mebiru Port Authorits

Drawing parallels with
the prevailing situation, Ra-
mesh pointed to Chinese na.
tional Chang Chung-Ling’s
close association with the
Adani Gronp. Chang's son,
Bamesh said, ovmnms PMC pro
jects, a firm that has con-
structed  ports,  terminals,
rail lines, power lines and
other infrastructure assets
for the Adani Group.

“The Adani Group and
PMC were afleged to be in-
volved inoa 550-Crore power
equipment pver-invoicing
seam by the Directorate of
Revenue  Intellipence,” he
said, adding that the Adani
Ciroup has been Known to have
operatiad at least b Shangs-
hai-hased  shipping  compa-
nies, one of which was in
volved in the “illegal sale of
petrolsum  products o the
closaChinaally, North Kores™,

Disappointing to

see Cong netas
going to ‘dark
side’: Tharoor

Bengalurn: Congress MP
Shazhi Tharoor on Sunday ex-
pressed hisdisappointment at
the defection of Congress
leaders like Anil Antony, CR
Kessvan and Kiran Kumar
Redidy to BJP and wonderad
how they could crioss over 10
the “dark shde’,

"1 hawve always believed
that politics is based on prin-
ciples. While 1 believe each
person has a right to change
their mind and their party
there must be some princi-
ples. I do have a problem with
people going o an ldeology
which 15 the opposite of what
they have always practised
and believed in,” he said atan
event here. “My disappaine
mert is for the simple reason
for them being secular-mind-
el people whio will not find a
welcoming home in a party
which is fundamentally com-
mitted, unfortunately, to s
particularly communal agen
da. Therefore, 1 believe they
have committed a mistaks ™

Elaborating on a possibie
opposition  anity,  Tharoor
sald that AICC president Mal-
likarjun Kharge has taken a
lead inthis ragard, s

Rahul has ties with ‘undesirable bizmen’: Azad

Tiries News NeETwors

Kochi: Rahul Gandhi has links
with “undesirable businessmen™,
former Congress veteran Ghualam
Mabi Azad said on Sunday in reply
to the Wayanad MP'sallegationina
tweed that named Azad among oth-
ers of having ties with industrial-
ist Gantam Adani.

“The entire family has associ
attons with businessmes, including
him {Rahull I can give 10 examples
of where he would go, even outside
the country, to meet people who are
undesicable businessmen,”  said
Azad in an interview to Malayalam
newsa channe] Asianet News,

-

Young leaving Cong due to Rahul's lack
of feadership and direction, says Azad

Former J&KE CM and ex-Union
minlster Azad had severed his flve-
decade association with Conpress
in Aupust last vear and flosted his

own party, emocratic Progressive
Azad Party,

Rahul had criticised Saturday
Congress functionaries who had
moved out of the party, or joined
B Iater, by dragging them into
the Adani controversy he had been
drawing on to target the Centre
sinee American research firm Hin-
denburg reported that the industri-
alizst had stashed away Bs 30,000
crore in tax havens.

Azad said there's no Congress
party left in India and only a few in-
dividuals remain. The current
Congress leadership, Including Ba-
heul, hasno infleence, he swid.

A 1ot of people say Rahul's

clout has increased after Bharat.Jo-
do Yatra, I realized he has no clout,
Mot a single youth or farmer from
Gujarat joined Rahul when be went
to the Surat court,” he said, refer-
ringto Rahul'srecent courtappear-
ance over hisdisqualification from
Parliament for defaming PM Na-
rendra Modi inanelection spesch.

Azad the vounger generation is
140 tirees more frasteated with the
leadership and that’s why Congress
veteran AK Antonys son Anil quit
the party recently, “Anil’s exit is un-
fortunate, Most voung beaders, aged
Eelow 50, have left Congross becase
ol Rahual’s lack of leadership and di-
rection. " hesaid
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